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military, to that extent, in my opinion, we must admit our
failure."

His soul had already begun to get impatient. How long
would this experiment last, how long could he continue to
give his guidance if it was ultimately to be futile? We
discover this impatience of the soul in numerous utterances
of those days. To some co-workers he said: "I am ashamed
that our ministries had to call to their aid the police and the
military. I am ashamed that they had to use the language
that they did in reply to the Opposition speeches. I feel
as if the Congress had lost and the British had won. Why
does our non-violence fail on such occasions? Is it the
non-violence of the weak? Even the goondas should not
move us from our faith and make us say: 'We will send
them to the gallows or shoot them down.' Ttey too are
our countrymen. If they will kill us, we will allow them
to^do so. You cannot pit against organized violence the non-
violence of the weak, but the non-violence which the
bravest alone can exercise. We have, you will say, been
sufficiently non-violent. We were non-violent during the
civil disobedience campaign, we received lathi blows and
worse. My reply is this: We did, but not sufficiently. We
could not get independence at the end of the Dandi March,
as ours was not the unadulterated non-violence of the
bravest.33

The question of external aggression has cropped up

just now, but the question of internal unrest was already

there as alive as today-Had we the strength then to say to

the goondas, "Kill us, we will not kill you" ? We had not.

But Gandhiji lived in the hope that we should have that

strength soon. "Supposing," he said to the Gandhi Seva

Sangh people at Delang on the 25th of March, 1938, "the

Viceroy were to invite the President of the Congress to meet

him and to state the Congress terms, do you think he

would have the strength to say, 'The Congress is capable

of taking charge of the administration, the British may

go'? Do you think we could tell him that we should be

able to do without the pplice and the military, that we

should be able to comedo terms with the Princes, the

Zamindars and the Mussalmans ? I am afraid we could